appreciation of the work done in it. In a letter she had received from a friend, it was pointed out that when the National Insurance Act was passed one of the points made was that maternity benefit would lessen the mortality among mothers. The mortality among mothers had, however, increased, and since the war began there had been a greater mortality among infants. This was not due to destitution, because wages were bigger and separation allowances were adequate. In the view of her friend, the causes were carelessness, pleasure, dirt, neglect, and maternal ignorance.
The last-named was at the root of the evil, and it was a matter in which the ladies' committee of the Hospital could greatly help.
The reports were adopted. 
